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ARCHIVE FUTURES RESEARCH NETWORK 

The Archive Futures Research Network is an international network of scholars and archivists engaged 

in speculative and theoretically informed considerations of manuscripts and personal papers. The 

network is coordinated by Maryanne Dever (University of Newcastle, Australia) and Linda 

Morra (Bishop’s University, Canada). 

It was founded in 2012 with the aim of generating imaginative and transformative research exchange 

around the new questions that are shaping archives and archiving into the future, a future intimately 

connected to – and likely to be increasingly defined by – digital media. The network is specifically 

concerned with exploring the status of the material in the era of digitization, thus productively joining 

emerging debates across the humanities regarding the character of materiality and matter to debates 

in the digital humanities concerning emergent modes of research. 

The Archive Futures Research Network is specifically configured to enhance exchange of knowledge 

across national domains and – most importantly – to promote partnerships across the professional 

boundaries that frequently separate scholars and archivists. The questions we want to ask about the 

theoretical, methodological, epistemological and ontological shifts we are witnessing are not 

incidental: they are field-defining ones in that they promise to extend our understanding of what 

happens when our archived cultural heritage is brought together with the promise of the digital. In 

this respect, our questions are not a supplement to current scholarship and/or archival practice but 

are key to the production and transfer of new knowledges being generated in this moment of 

‘rethinking the archive’. 

www.archivefutures.com 

 

POP-UP WORKSHOPS 

/pɑːp/ verb (-pp-) 
 
‘Pop-up’ 
Definition: 

1. to appear or happen, especially suddenly or unexpectedly.  
2.  denoting a space or activity that opens quickly and is intended to be available for only a short period 

of time. 
3. a trend involving ‘popping-up’ one day, then disappearing anywhere from one day to several weeks 

later. 
 
The Archive Futures ‘pop-up’ workshops are a new set of one day workshops convened by network members 
in diverse locations. In keeping with the ‘pop-up’ tradition the workshop should involve limited planning and 
seek to gather researchers from the nominated area. Pop-ups may be developed around a specific theme or 
they may simply seek to provide an overarching focus for a set of work-in-progress papers. 
 

 

Cover image: Courtesy of anankkml and FreeDigitalPhotos.net   

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/staff/profile/maryanne.dever.html
http://www.ubishops.ca/academic-programs/humanities/english/faculty/research.html?tx_dnprofbu_pi1%5Bdisplay%5D=research&tx_dnprofbu_pi1%5BprofId%5D=34
http://www.ubishops.ca/academic-programs/humanities/english/faculty/research.html?tx_dnprofbu_pi1%5Bdisplay%5D=research&tx_dnprofbu_pi1%5BprofId%5D=34
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Sex + Gender + Archive 
 
 
“The archive is an excess of meaning, where the reader experiences beauty, amazement, and certain affective tremor. 

The location will be secret, different for each person, but, in every itinerary, there will be an encounter that will facilitate 

access to this secret place, and most of all to its expression”. 

 

Arlette Farge, The Allure of the Archives, Trans. Thomas Scott-Railton. Foreword by Natalie Zemon-Davis. (New Haven: 

Yale UP, 2013), p. 31 

  

 

 

 

“…the need for archive stories — narratives about how archives are created, drawn upon, and experienced by those who 

use them to write history — follows in the first instance from a move in the Western academy (and also beyond it) to 

recognize that all archives are ‘figured’. That is, they all have dynamic relationships, not just to the past and the present, 

but to the fate of all regimes, the physical environment, the serendipity of bureaucrats, and the care and neglect of 

archivists as well.” 

 

Antoinette Burton, “Introduction: Archive Fever, Archive Stories”.  In Archive Stories: Facts, Fictions, and the Writing of 

History, ed. Antoinette Burton.  (Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2005), p. 6. 

 

 

  

 

 “I’ve been reconsidering my suspicion of conventional archives and returning to them myself in order to consider the 

value of elite and high literary archives for histories of queer intimacy and their everyday dimensions.” 

 

Ann Cvetkovich, “Personal Effects: The Material Archive of Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas’s Domestic Life”, No 

More Potlucks 25: Archive (2013). 

 

 

 

 
How do new debates concerning sex and gender reframe what we do in and with archives? Are our 
understandings of evidence shifting? What does it mean to take archives and archiving as the subjects 
of our investigations?  
 
This workshop takes up these questions through new research around remembering and forgetting, 
collecting and donating, materiality and method. 

 

 

Convenors: Maryanne Dever and Tuula Juvoven 

 

http://nomorepotlucks.org/site/personal-effects-the-material-archive-of-gertrude-stein-and-alice-b-toklass-domestic-life-ann-cvetkovich/
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PROGRAMME 

9 May 2014 

University of Tampere, Linna building, Kalevantie 5 (Room 6031) 

 

  
12:00 PM 
 

 
All welcome 

 
Lunch at Minerva 
 

 
13:00 PM 
 

 
All 

 
Assemble Linna building, Kalevantie 5 (Room 6031) 
 

 
13:15 PM 

 
Maryanne Dever 

 
Welcome and introduction 
 

 
13:30 PM 
 
 

 
Maryanne Dever 

 
Presentation one: Rethinking Evidence: Archived Mess and Archival 
Method 

Followed by discussion 
 

 
14:15 PM 
 
 

 
Katri Kivilaakso 

 
Presentation two: Queer Listing: Describing Archival Materials for 

Researchers to Find. 
Followed by discussion 
 

  
15:00 PM 

 
Short break 

 
Afternoon tea 
 

 
15:15 PM 
 
 

 
Riika Taavetti 

 
Presentation three: Remembering and Forgetting Queer Pasts and 
Activism in the Archives 

Followed by discussion 
 

 
16:00 PM 

 
Tuula Juvonen Presentation four: Remembering Nice Place - Tracing the Archives 

of a Lesbian Bar 

Followed by discussion 
 

 
16:45 PM 

 
ALL 
 

Closing discussion 

 
17:00 PM 
 

 
CLOSE 

 
 

*All presentations are 30 minutes  
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Abstracts and Bio Statements 
 

MARYANNE DEVER (School of Humanities & Social Science, University of Newcastle) 

Rethinking Evidence: Archived Mess and Archival Method 

ABSTRACT: This paper is framed by new approaches which seek to engage with archives not simply as sources 

but as subjects of investigation in their own right. In particular, it asks whether a renewed sensitivity to the 

materiality of specific collections can offer alternative ways to approach archived documents and, in turn, the 

vexed question of “evidence” in researching sexual histories. I focus on the papers of Australian writer Eve 

Langley (1904 - 1974) whose personal history of instability, institutionalisation, and cross-dressing has 

substantially drawn attention away from her creative output. Moreover and critically, the sensationalism that 

has attached to key episodes in Langley’s life and particularly to her death – her body surrounded by odd, 

elaborately wrapped (empty) paper parcels lying undiscovered while rats gnawed her face away – has only 

heightened the suspicion of her vast and unwieldy manuscript body as little more than the troubling extension 

of her own apparently abject and unruly form. In this paper I seek to begin the work of disentangling Langley’s 

archive from the enduring taint of pathology by exploring how our largely unexamined cultural preferences 

for “orderly” paperwork have contrived to constitute both Langley and her archival legacy in terms of 

incoherence, excess, and mess.   

BIO: Maryanne Dever joined the University of Newcastle in 2010 and prior to that was Director of the Centre 

for Women's Studies & Gender Research at Monash University in Melbourne.  She has twice been a visiting 

scholar in the Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies (IGSF) at McGill University, Montreal, and 

she has just completed a term as Visiting Researcher in the Department of Information Studies at University 

College London.  She is co-convenor (with Linda Morra) of the ‘archivefutures’ international research network 

(www.archivefutures.com) and is currently co-editing a special issue of the journal Archives and 

Manuscripts on the theme of 'Literary Archives, Materiality and the Digital'. She has recently been appointed 

one of the new co-editors (with Lisa Adkins) of the journal Australian Feminist Studies. 

 

TUULA JUVONEN (School of Social Sciences and Humanities, University of Tampere, Finland) 

Remembering Nice Place - Tracing the Archives of a Lesbian Bar 
 

ABSTRACT: For my ongoing Academy of Finland funded research project “Queer Narratives; Intimate and 

Social Lives of Women with Same Sex Sexual  Attractions in Tampere 1971–2011” I am trying to establish 

various  archives telling about the emerging lesbian cultures that have existed  in the second largest city of 

Finland in the decades after the  decriminalization of homosexual deeds. In this paper I make an attempt to 

approach a women’s bar Nice Place, in operation from 1993 to 1997 in Tampere, as an apparatus of emerging 

lesbian life. What would, from that Baradian perspective, be the archive that would allow me to recover the 

intra-acting agencies that made Nice Place to a lesbian bar? Moreover, how should I go on in interpreting such 

a material-discursive archive, and, finally, how am I implicated in that process, both as a scholar and a former 

patron of that bar? 

 
BIO: Tuula Juvonen, with a Ph.D. in Social Sciences and former teaching positions in Women’s Studies 
programmes at various Finnish universities, was from 2012 appointed an Academy Research Fellow by the 
Academy of Finland. She works at the School of Social Sciences and Humanities at the University of Tampere. 
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Currently she is co-editing (together with Kaisa Ilmonen) a special issue of SQS – Journal of the Society of Queer 
Studies in Finland on Queer Traditions. In addition to her academic work Juvonen has been involved in 
collaborative projects preserving and presenting LGBTQ histories and cultures, including most recently an 
exhibition “Delight and Prejudice” at the Labour Museum in Finland in the summer 2013. 

 

KATRI KIVILAAKSO (Literary Archives of the Finnish Literature Society) 

Queer Listing:  Describing Archival Materials for Researchers to Find. 

ABSTRACT: In my paper I tackle the question on how an archivist, or an archive as a gatekeeper institution, 

can and should inform researchers about potentially queer archival materials. As a part of his/her everyday 

work an archivist stumbles across materials that could be perceived as “queer”, as displaying non-normative 

behavior or ideas of gender and sexuality. I’m asking how does this recognition happen and how is it validated 

and intermediated to those who use archives? How does one define “queer potentiality”? How to label, to list 

and to describe archival materials so that a researcher interested in the field of gender studies or queer theory, 

for example, would find them in the archive? How to inform researchers and public about interesting 

materials? What are the main ethical and/or practical concerns, and how to tackle them? Without actively 

taking up this task most of the queer materials – that found their way to the archive in the first place - would 

never be known by interested scholars.  

BIO: Katri Kivilaakso is currently finalizing her Ph.D. in Finnish Literature. She also works as an archivist in the 
Literary Archives of the Finnish Literature Society. She is interested in all kinds of queer archives or, better 
said, in queering the archives. She has co-edited two books that relate to the entangled questions of gender, 
sexuality and archival materials: "Lukemattomat sivut – kirjallisuuden arkistot käytössä" (2010, SKS, Helsinki) 
with Elsi Hyttinen, and "Queera läsningar – litteraturvetenskap möter queerteori" (2012, Rosenlarv, 
Stockholm) with Ann-Sofi Lönngren & Rita Paqvalén 
 

 

RIIKKA TAAVETTI (Finnish Youth Research Society) 

Remembering and Forgetting Queer Pasts and Activism in the Archives 
 
ABSTRACT: Research in queer (or lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) history has grown into an 
internationally recognized field of history. As the interest in the queer past has spread, the urge to find archival 
sources telling stories about queer lives in the past, especially from the queer people's perspectives, has 
grown. As, during the last decade or so, the role of archives as objective documenters of the past has been 
widely challenged, it is relevant to ask, what role archive institutions and archival science play in remembering 
and forgetting queer pasts. 
 
This paper is based on a case study of the queer archives in Finland. The paper will present the background of 
the Finnish collection and evaluate it in the light of archival theory, historical methodological discussions and 
queer studies perspectives. As the archives always play the roles of gate-keepers of remembering and 
forgetting, the paper discusses how the national archive practices affect which pasts are officially remembered 
and which are not.  
 
The paper presented is based on a research for Master's Thesis in archival science and history accepted in 
summer 2013 in University of Jyväskylä. 
  

BIO NOTE:  Riikka Taavetti (M. Soc. Sci., MA ) currently works as a researcher in Finnish Youth Research Society 
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and studies LGBTIQ youth well-being. She is also PhD student in political history in University of Helsinki. As a 

historian she is interested in history of socialism and feminism, queer history and the meaning of archives for 

history-writing.  


